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Huston orchestrates
stellar theater productions

BIANCA GREENE, STAFF REPORTER

Music has always been part of John Huston's life. Huston wanted to be a
band director. John Huston is now a theatre professor and theatre department coordinator at Shawnee State University. He earned his bachelor's
degree in music. He wanted to become a band director and a musician. He
never thought about theatre being an option for him. Huston went to graduate school in Memphis, Tenn. to study voice. "It just was an accident that I
took a class in scene design," Huston said. He showed a lot of passion for
design that the faculty asked him to consider changing his major to theatre.
John Huston is te-aching his makeup dass, discussing the project.

Scene design became his master degree. Later, Huston got involved with directing, he landed his first job
at Southwest State University. He was hired as a theatre
generalist, teaching introduction courses of theatre. Huston never did any scenery, he coordinated the costumes
making sure people were dressed for the shows.
Planning a show can be stressful, Huston said. "In
this environment I don't just say, well we're going to
do The Lion King! knowing that you can't cast it or
have the money to do it." He cast shows based on the
student's interest.
·
Huston spends so much time making sure the plays
that he picks pleases him and the students at Shawnee
State because every student on campus can audition for
the plays and musicals. One of the stressful factors of

doing a play is finding the right schedule, and time to
start the production. "You're always up against the
clock when you're doing theatre," Huston said.
When it comes to the point of remembering lines for
plays Huston works with the students on responsibility;
the students must be prepared. "Every show is different and there are problems but in the end it's always
rewarding," Huston said.
Huston played the role of Tartuffe, a French play
called "Moliere." He laughs at himself stating he was
very "inexperience." He also played the role of Clayant Huston will never forget that moment because he
felt as if he was never going to memorize all of the
CONTINUED PAGE 6
Ashley Branden has fun when she puts makeup on Jordan Nickles.

Christina Jones earns
Writer of Promise Honor

ZACK BURTON, STAFF REPORTER

Christina Jones, this year's student writer of promise, proudly holds her award.

"I have known since I was a little girl that I wanted to
write," 33-year-old Christina Jones, this year's student
writer of promise, says tearfully as she prepares to read
from her already accomplished collection of works. Her
audience is a collection of English & Humanities faculty,
fellow writers, and, of course, her family.
This is the third annual Shawnee State University "Intro" Series Reading, held in the Clark Memorial Library
on Feb. 8. The event is the brainchild of Creative Writing
professor Dr. Neil Carpathios, who created it as a way to
"introduce" the year's most promising student writer to
the rest of the campus.
"As a creative writing professor, I have access to many
talented student writers," Carpathios says. "I get to see
their writings and am able to work with them in an often
intense way. Every year I strive to recognize one student
writer of great promise to the campus community. I wanted an event that would officially fill this function."

At seven o'clock in the library alcove, the event begins. After a few readings from graduate writer Lori
McNelly, Jones takes her place and gives a brief-albeit
deeply grateful-acceptance speech.
"To me, a writer of promise must show a combination
of talent, originality, dedication to the craft of writing,
and the ambition to continue writing in a serious manner
in the future," Carpathios says, discussing how he picks
out exceptional writers. The moment Jones begins reading, it's clear that she meets his criteria. Her stories are
rich, descriptive, and gripping, and her poetry is deeply
touching.
She begins by reading a short story entitled "The Mechanic's Daughter," which she concedes is somewhat
autobiographical. It describes a young girl's struggle to
fit in as a stereotypical girl while her true attachment
lies with her father's profession. The next story, "The
Last Shot," tells the story of an unemployed man who,
desperate to support his family, makes a grave mistake.

CONTINUED PAGE 6
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Student volunteers sort clothes to be distributed to social service organizations in Portsmouth.

Volunteers giving back to the community during the second
annual MLK Day of Service
AMYSALVATORE.CHRONICLEEDITOR

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by
the content of their character." Until this day, children are taught that these are words spoken by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, who was
a pivotal figure in the Civil Rights Movement. His lectures and discussions sparked the conscience of a new generation and encouraged
many to follow in his encouraging footsteps. His charismatic leadership inspired men and women, young and old, in this nation and around
the world. All of his hard work and dedication towards a dream paid off with a day of remembrance dedicated to him.
After a long struggle, legislation was signed in 1983 creating a federal holiday marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In 1994, Congress designated the
Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of service. Taking place each
year the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday observed as a national day of
service. Each year, Americans across the country come together on the King Holiday to
serve their neighbors and communities.
The MLK Day of Service is a part of United We Serve, the President's national call to
service initiative. It calls for Americans from all social classes and backgrounds to work
together to provide solutions to our most pressing national problems such as poverty,
hunger, homelessness etc. "The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates solutions to social problems, and moves us
closer to Dr. King's vision of a beloved community."
Shawnee State University took part in its second annual MLK Day of Service on
the first Saturday of February. This event was co-sponsored by the Rotaract Club,
a community service organization, and the office of Multi-Cultural Student Affairs. In addition, this event was student organized and student run in which there
was over eighty students that volunteered. The fraternity TKE brought nineteen
volunteers and the student organizations was also a big impact. To begin the MLK
Day of Service Rev. B. Wayne McLaughlin of Chillicothe was the guest speaker.
The Rev. B. Wayne McLaughlin was born and raised in Virginia during the late
1940's when racial segregation was at its peak. He was a junior in high school when

Students make blankets as part of Shawnee community service projects.

he was privileged to march with King Jr. during a civil rights movement in 1963. Over
the years, he has received many awards for his professional career and his commitment
to community service. McLaughlin loves his community and takes pride to strengthen
it. He encouraged Shawnee State students to take part in this national day of service.
He acknowledges King for his dedication to the community and said he believes this
legacy should continue.
The Center for Community Service hosted a MLK Day of Service so that the SSU
community could join in this national movement. The day featured different service
projects around Portsmouth at various community partners. The large number of volunteers made 55 fleece blankets and a bunch of scarves out of leftover material, made over
$100 in change donations for Scioto County Homeless Shelter, made 55 Valentine's Day
cards for the Chillicothe Veteran's Hospital, collected toiletries for the Stepping Stone
House and collected school supplies for the Steven A. Hunter Power Pack Program.
In addition, the volunteers dedicated their time at Sierra's Haven, Advance 360
BridgePort, Potter's House Food Pantry, Heartland Retirement Center, Main Street
Portsmouth, the Salvation Army, Portsmouth Area Arts Council, Best Care Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, Edgewood Manor, Veterans Helping Veterans, Southern Ohio
Medical Center, Shawnee State University and Shawnee State Forest!
"Overall, 85 people donating seven hours of their time at a minimum wage of $7. 70
is worth $4,625.40," Nikki Karabinis, Coordinator for the Center of Community Service, stated.

School supplies gathered by Shawnee students will go to area underprivileged kids.
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Editorial

Where are the fans for
Shawnee State Baseball?

Letters to the Editor
and columns policy

The Chronicle
welcomes Letters to
the Editor and guest
columns. Opinions

In 2008 Ted Tom took over as Head Coach for the Shawnee
State Baseball program that was in need of change. Entering
his fifth season, Tom has exceeded those expectations and
has changed the program into his.

expressed in letters

and columns are
entirely the opinions
of the writers and
do not necessarily
reflect the opinion
of The Chronide,

•

Tom is a big reason why Branch Rickey Park has new sod, new batting cages
and bullpens to go along with renovated locker rooms and bathrooms. How- I ••;
ever, field work and renovations are not the only thing Tom has upgraded. Tom
has led the Bears to back-to-back Conference titles in 2010 and 2011.
I LeBron James stirs up talk about a return to Cleveland?
In 2010, Tom and his Bears played in their final season in the American
Mideast Conference and became the first team in school history to with the
regular season championship and allowed them to host the tournament.
1
In 2011, the team entered a tough Mid-South Conference league which
they saw their first season become a success. Shawnee State finished second
in the Eastern Division and then went undefeated in the conference tournaIn the summer of 2010, LeBron James left the Cleveland Cavaliers over
ment to advance to the NAIA Opening round. That marked the Bears return
national TV to join the forces of Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh in South
the National Tournament for the first time in 11 years.
With such success over the past two seasons, Shawnee State is entering the
Beach to try and win multiple championships. James, who returned to
2012 season looking to improve from a year ago. A deeper run in the NAIA
Cleveland on Feb. 17 stirred up the talk about him returning to Cleveland
National Tournament is on the minds of Tom, assistant coach Chris Moore
and the players.
when he said that he would not rule out a comeback.
Receiving votes for the top 25 in the country, Shawnee State baseball is on
the right track again as the area seems to know little about it.
James, who is under contract with the Heat
James announced he was going to play for the
Why is it that a team can do so well for Shawnee State and still have little
for two more seasons with an option for two
Heat on live TV, he went into a private room
coverage and a small fan base?
more can choose to option out of his contract
and said he made the wrong decision.
People need to go to games this year, support the Bears and a team that will , and become a free agent. James who did say
After that, Gilbert fired a letter and James
flourish right in front of your eyes. A team led by Coach Tom that has numerous
he is happy playing for Miami and being a
ultimately went to Miami and has played in
transfers and key returning players, the Bears are right back where they left off.
championship-contender every season still
South Beach ever since. However, what if that
It angers me that baseball can have so little coverage and a small fan base
has a soft spot for Cleveland.
was true and James was going to change his
while the team excels and one of the top teams in the leagues. With all the
The issue however is if the fans, the city and
decision. Cleveland and James would be tohard work Coach Tom and Coach Moore have done to make this program
Dan Gilbert would actually allow a return. Once
gether (If that rumor was true) and Cleveland
relevant people need to return the favor and support the team.
James announced his decision to leave the Cavafans would be happy.
So the next time you're sitting around look at the schedule and get out and
liers for the Heat in July of 2010, Dan Gilbert
I have gone to 2-of-3 Miami Heat games in
support the baseball team and show the team you appreciate them for workfired a letter out to the public, bashing James.
Cleveland since his departure, his first game
ing so hard.
The city burned #23 jerseys and the big billback and on Feb. 17 and by the looks of the fans
board of James was tom down in a matter of
and the boos that are handed out to James I don't
days. The city felt empty as it was cloudy and
think the people want him back. Cleveland fans
rainy for a week, trust me I know. The town
are passionate, die-hard fans and do not like befelt miserable as talk show's blew up and bars
ing disrespected in front of the nation.
and restaurants were empty.
The boos were so loud I could not even
Since the departure, James and Gilbert
here myself, fans are yelling violent sayings
have not spoken nor tried to patch things
and when he was at the free-throw line fans
i up. The two remain true to their values and
chanted terrible sayings. That is Cleveland,
remain silent even though James before playdie-hard fans who do not like athletes disreing Cleveland on Feb. 17 sent out some kind
specting their city and James did just that.
words to Gilbert.
As for a return to Cleveland? I wouldn't
The question remains, would the city of
rule it out as deep down I believe James wants
Cleveland accept James back? Me being such
to retire a Cavalier and bring a Championship
a huge Cleveland sports fans you hear all
to Cleveland. However, that may be too late to
kinds of rumors. Here is one that many might
try and save Cleveland.
PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF
not have heard about, it was rumored once
Shawnee baseball teams celebrates a victory.

Is a return to
Cleveland really possible?

Can we talk
about this outside?

Letter to
the editor

Let's start this off right; to all the non-smokers
who have a problem with my exhaled stress ...
pick up a cigarette. Smokers are more relaxed
on the average, compared to the people who
are above the influence. This is not a statistic because I don't know if it's true. I can tell
you something I do know though; when a person takes a few puffs of their choice cig, their
shoulders relax and they seem better prepared
to handle the next little bit of their existence.
Seriously, everyone always focuses on why
we shouldn't smoke, listing cancer and COPD
as absolutes. My grandmother smoked for sixty some years and she is still kicking. She quit
because of boredom. I smoke everyday just
to deal with non-smokers. Why so pompous?
I'm sure your vice will kill you too. The truth
is we are all going to come to an awkward
and untimely death, no matter if it be from a
Twinkie, a pack of Camels, or one too many
Red Bulls.
Being a smoker is similar to being a liberal
in a Baptist church; all the other sheep think
your heathen ways will infect the entire flock.
Do you really think that passing within ten
feet of a smoker on a windy February day is
going to give you the cancer? I think not. I
don't smoke to enrage you or to spread my
vile disease. I smoke because·t know no other

The February, 2012, issue of the Chronicle is full of provocative articles.
Please allow me to comment on a few.
I am grateful to Cody Leitenheirner for including me in his informative history
of Third Thursday in Portsmouth. Because his deadline did not allow a followup visit, there are a few points that need amendment. First, Vivian Mason of the
Theater Department started the Black Rat as an irnprov vehicle. Readings were
added later. Second, Dennis Stewart, then working at SOMACC, and Lori Tipton of the PPL, whose recent death has diminished the entire community, wrote
the grant and made the connections out of which Third Thursday evolved. The
two of them invited me to run the show, allowing me to mix artists from around
the country with the extraordinary local talent. Last, I actually continued to MC
Third Thursday for several years after the grant ran out, until Jake, Jeremy, Brian,
Nathan Marshall, Kirn Crum and others took over the mic. And of course Miss
Eula was there behind the bar for all of us.
I greatly enjoyed Bob Lucchi's explication of the relationship between science and religion, though I feel that the title given his piece is not fair to
his doggedly balanced parsing of the subject. On the other hand, "religious
scientist" is a category reductive enough to do both The Dumb Ox and The
Doubter proud, but if there were certainties, one of those dearest to me would
be that possible conflicts between faith and reason can only be resolved in
each our separate hearts, without regard to how we are boxed. Nonetheless,
I certainly agree with Bob, if he actually means that there is no necessary
conflict between faith and reason.
Finally, Michael Lutze does us a service by summing up the current disposition of the SOPA and PIPA twins, and I fear that his forecast of future passage
is prescient. As for resisting through the ballot, If Mr. Lutze can talk Marcy
Kaptur or Dennis Kucinich into moving to Portsmouth, I'll vote for either one.

CODY LEIGHTENHEIMER , STAFF REPORTER

way to function with stress in the very comical
setting that is college. Between class, work,
family and friends, I have a lot of attention to
divide up. Cigarettes are that few seconds of
peace I get between the hours of reality. Every
time I inhale the flavor of tobacco, I release
my burdens into the murky ether; the multitude of chemicals in my tobacco combine to
create a sense of peace that lasts until the next
time I need a cigarette.
I hear talk of a future filled with gazebos.
I actually like this idea. I used to go to a college where we had these and you know what?
They worked ... well. One thing about smokers is that we like to be around other smokers.
People who smoke get each other on levels
non-smokers can't understand. I want to see
a study into the correlation between cigarettes
and cynicism. The world is a stinking pot of
social biases, political greed, mass genocide,
melting glaciers and shitty movies. Just that
sentence makes me want to light up. One
second ........
Okay, sorry about that. I just had to bum
one down. To end this thing, my request is that
you stop preaching about second-hand smoke
and start learning first-hand about how to exist
in a diverse community.

Brian Richards, Adjunct Instructor in English

or Shawnee State
University. The
Chronide reserves
the write to edit
letters and columns
for clarity, length and
grammar. This public
space is provided
for a civil discourse
on issues and ideas
important to our
democratic society.
If you would like LIS
to consider your
letter for publication,
please include your
name, street address
and phone number.
Letters and columns
may be emailed to
msands@shawnee.edu,
or mailed to:

The Chronicle
940 Second Street
Portsmouth, OH

45662

Editors:
Jacob Dorow

Amy Salvatore
Staff Reporters:
Zack Burton
Jordan Mairer
Bianca Greene
Jacob Dorow
Amy Salvatore
Cody Leightenheimer
Joseph Pratt

Sports Editors:
Jacob Darow

Amy Salvatore
Jordan Maier

Photographer:
Misty Alcorn

Art Director:
Matt Cram

Designers:
Kyle Frisch
Brandon Wells

Faculty Advisor:
Melody Sands
msands@shawnee.edu

740-351-3349

.. I THE CHRONICLE

Community
Service:
P-Town Pick Up
Saturday, March 24
Help pick up trash around
downtown Portsmouth trash.

iServe, Food Security
Wednesday, April 11
Flohr Lecture Hall
7pm-8:30pm
This workshop/open discussion will
focus on the food shortage both
locally and nationwide. What can
you do to make a difference? What
are you doing to help?

Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, April 11 - Thursday,
April 12
University Center
10am-4pm
Every two seconds someone in the
United States needs blood. Only five
percent of the eligible United States
population donates blood in any
given year. Why? In the U.S.
someone needs a blood transfusion
every two to three seconds, and 95
percent of all Americans will need a
- - b l o o d ~ e - p o l n t in
their lives. Sign up to donate blood
on campus... help save a life!

Shanty Town
Tuesday, April 17 - Thursday, April
19

Shanty Town is a movement for
students to experience
homelessness by staying overnight
two nights in a row in their own
hand built cardboard city to
advocate for the homeless and
educate participants.

Earth Week Celebration
Monday, April 23 - Friday, April 27
Clean up projects and events will be
held during this week to inspire
awareness and appreciation for our
earth! More information TBA!

Indulge in a cultural change

AMY SALVATORE, CHRONICLE EDITOR

How would you like to learn a foreign language? Learn about another culture first-hand, and study in a different university?
Travel across the world with CIPA, Center for International Programs and Activities, by studying abroad! You will become
completely immersed in a new lifestyle. Be independent and stand out; take advantage of this opportunity. Studying abroad
could change your life and make you realize what we all take for granted here in America.
The CIPA offers great study abroad
programs in five countries through
seven sister universities. Shawnee
State's Sister Universities are located
in Spain, Gem1any, China, Chile and
Morocco. In addition, there are study
abroad programs available through
other study abroad providers such as
KIIS, Kentucky Institute for International Studies, and ISEP Direct,
International Student Exchange Program. Both KUS and ISEP Direct
focus on studying abroad, long-tenn
and short-tenn. ISEP Direct has
56 universities in 31 countries and
KIIS offers 20 study abroad destinations. These programs allow students
to have more study abroad options
than their home institution, Shawnee
State, provides. With these programs
Shawnee students can spend the
summer abroad, which is not an option available through SSU's Sister
Universities.
Studying abroad does not cost as
much as one may think. Most of CIPAs programs are the same cost as
attending Shawnee for a semester;
Financial Aid packages are applied
through the same process. Also, there
are scholarships available specifically
for students who study abroad such as
the Benjamin A. Gilman scholarship.
"Do not be afraid to study abroad
because of the distance, cost, or different culture. When you study abroad,
culture shock is bound to happen, but
it is easy to overcome, one must embrace the new culture and not be afraid
or judgmental," Jasmin Tilford, student at SSU, said.
The experiences one has from
studying abroad are priceless and
life changing. Many students who
have done so would most definitely
encourage this opportunity. Jasmin
Tilford is a senior at Shawnee with a

major in International Relations and
a minor in marketing. Tilford was
fortunate enough to be able to study
abroad at Al Akhawayn University in
the Middle Atlas Mountains of Ifrane,
Morocco. She stepped outside of her
comfort zone to travel and interact
with Moroccan students.
"At first, I had to get adjusted to
living in a different country, and a
Muslim country at that. I am a food fanatic so it was hard for me to not have
Chipotle, Jersey Mikes, and Subway,
and all of my other favorite places to
eat," Tilford said. "Once I changed
my mindset and really opened my
eyes I realized all the things that I
missed about America would be there
when I got back."
Also, studying abroad can be beneficial to a student in several different ways.
"No matter what your major is, I
believe studying abroad can benefit
you and make you more marketable
in comparison to your peers," Tilford
said. "Approximately 4% of college
students in the United States study
abroad, which is a very small percentage, especially in comparison to
other countries. Studying abroad will
not only help you professionally, and
academically, it will also help you
personally."
In order to study abroad at one of
SSU's Sister Universities a student
must submit an application by April
1st. Before requesting an application,
please request and submit the study
abroad interest fonn. E-mail CIPA at
StudyAbroad@shawnee.edu to request the study abroad interest fonn,
as well as the study abroad application
and address any other question regarding studying abroad. You can also Jasmin Tilford in Chefchaouen,
contact the CIPA office via telephone Morocco eating snails (escargot).
at 740-351-3127 or 740-351-3136.

Sigma Tau Delta is
heading south

AMY SALVATORE, CHRONICLE EDITOR

More than 1,000 English honor society members will gather at the New
Orleans Marriott to reawaken their love of language, literature, service and
culture. This year, Shawnee State University happens to be a part of that large
number by sending four students to the Sigma Tau Delta 2012 International
Convention. Crystal Caiver, Christina Jones, Barbara Wilson-Battles and
Kelly Grooms will be presenting a paper and/or creative works assigned
from various classes that they revised for this particular conference.
Shawnee State University is home to the
Alpha Omicron Sigma chapter of Sigma Tau
Delta, the International English Honor Society. To qualify to be a member in Sigma Tau
Delta you must be majoring or minoring in
the discipline of English and you must have
a 3.0 or high GPA in all your English courses
at SSU. Shawnee State University's chapter
of Sigma Tau Delta was established in 2008.
Eleven student members were inducted on
March 26, 2008. Since then, induction ceremonies have been increasing in numbers.

Sigma Tau Delta will be traveling to New
Orleans from Feb. 29 - Mar. 3 with Dr. Roberta
Milliken and Dr. Debra Knutson. The students
submitted their paper proposals and were accepted into the conference and they could not
have done it without the dean and Shawnee's
student body support. The bake sale was a tremendous help according to Dr. Milliken.
"The students have gone above and beyond
and it is nice that they are being recognized for
it," Dr. Milliken stated. "Their work is truly

PHOTO BY AMY SALVATORE
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Celebration of Scholarship,
March 29-30
Karen Greiner is a Fulbright Fellow (Colombia, 2008-2009), with a Ph.D. in Health
Communication from Ohio University. Her
research focuses on communication interventions designed to promote community level
social change in creative, innovative and inviting ways. She has conducted research on
pro-social radio novellas in Sudan, participatory script writing contests in Senegal, creative
activism in New York City and the promotion
of civic culture in Colombia, Niger and Chad.
In 2010 Greiner began a two-year Post
Doctoral fellowship at the University of South
Florida (USF) where she conducts research
and teach classes related to the theme: "Sustainable societies: Building social, cultural,
and environmental capital in a globalized
world." At USF Greiner teaches Persuasion,
Communication and Social Change and Communication and the S1J.stainable City.
Greiner was an English teacher and HIV/
AIDS educator as a Peace Corps volunteer in
Cameroon (1998-2000), has a BA from Duke
University in Comparative Area Studies and
an MA in International Education from New
York University. She is fluent in French and
Spanish and has basic conversational skills in
Pulaar and Wolof.
She will speak at 7 p.m., Thursday, March
29 in the Sodexo Ballroom, University Center.

Her topic: The art of asking questions: A trip
through the 'research universe' from Belpre,
Ohio to Kabul Afghanistan.
The closing speaker is Leigha Senter-Jamieson who will talk about breast cancer. Her
speech is 11 a.m.-noon, Friday, March 30 in
the Flohr Lecture Hall.
Leigha Senter-Jamieson, MS, CGC, is a
Certified Genetic Counselor and Assistant
Professor of Internal Medicine at The Ohio
State University, James Cancer Hospital and
Solove Research Institute in Columbus, Ohio.
Her work has focused on cancer genetics
where she splits time between seeing patients
concerned about familial cancer risk and research into the causes and natural history of
hereditary cancer syndromes. Genetics research is increasingly common but has also
become more complicated in the post-Human
Genome Project era.
Once considered a topic of science fiction,
investigators are employing genomic sequencing on a regular basis and considering
the implications of mutations in non-coding
genetic material that was once considered
"junk." In addition to providing an introduction to her research, Leigha will share stories
from families with hereditary cancer risks,
without whom, the research doesn't exist.

I
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Karen Greiner,
Keynote Speaker
Thursday, March 29th, 2012
7:00 P.M.

Sodexo Ballroom, University Center

Leigha SenterJam ieson, Closing
Speaker
Friday, March 30th, 2012
11 :00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon
Flohr Lecture Hall

The future of on-campus smoking

ZACK BURTON, STAFF REPORTER

Students and faculty may have new places to smoke
soon. The Student Government Association is considering
a new policy that would recommend several "Designated
Smoking Areas" around the non-residential side of campus.
While everything is tentative at the moment, within the next week or so,
you should see a few tables set up in the University Center and Massie Hall to
direct students to an online smvey regarding smoking on campus. Volunteer
SGA members will also be ready to answer any questions students have about
the current smoking policy and the changes the campus may see over the next
several months.
The smvey will appear on OrgSync as early as this week and will cover
questions such as: "Should there be changes in the smoking policy on campus?" "Would you prefer designated smoking areas or no smoking on campus
at all?" and "Would 2 to 3 designated smoking areas be sufficient?"
Along with these questions, there will also be a write-in section where
survey-takers can offer their own suggestions.
After a two-week voting period, the SGA will evaluate the results and decide whether or not changes in the smoking policy would be appropriate.
Based on the almost unanimous approval student government has received
already (based on on-the-street interviews and internal voting), things look
bright for the "DSA's."
The design specs for the designated smoking areas are still sketchy, but
SGA President Aaron Shaw wishes to reassure smokers and non-smokers
alike that the DSA's will not be rickety tarp awnings set up in random places
around campus. In fact, they'll more than likely end up being sturdy, decorated gazebos.
For more information, you can always sit in on a SGA meeting at 2 p.m. on
Tuesdays in UC 214

Cigarette smokers may soon have a shelter away from buildings for smoking.

PHOTO BY STOCK.XCHNG
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Houston inspires actors, actresses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lines that were given. After plays, he went on to doing
musicals such as "Monster High Operetta."
Students are known for helping out backstage and behind the scenes for any production. Working behind the
scenes allows students to have that experience. Huston is
also the designer as well of the set. Huston said it takes
six weeks to put a show together.
During the audition process "not everybody is right for
every part in every show." His selection of actors, Huston
said, can be an instinct, but he makes it clear that he will
"never cast someone based on their looks." Huston's upcoming shows and plays at Shawnee State are "Barefoot
in the Park" and the musical ''The Apple
Jordan Young sits in the chair while Christine Warnock
happily puts makeup on her.

Christina Jones earns
Writer of Promise Honor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Her final story, and unfinished piece entitled "Route 35,"
recalls a true event in which Jones and her husband drive
a pregnant Amish woman six hours to an Amish hospital
in Indiana.
Following her stories, Jones reads a selection of three
poems: "Remnants at the Intersection," "Revival," and
"Advice from a Lightning Bug." Following a "Lost and
Found" theme, they recall the speaker's journey from
destruction to joy. They're not just enjoyable poems,
though-they've been accepted for review at an upcoming writer's convention in New Orleans.
After Jones finishes, Carpathios returns to the podium
and remarks that the most striking thing about Jones'
work is its ability to create emotion. He's absolutely
right.
The most striking aspect about Jones, however, is her
humility. "I am extremely honored to be this year's Writer of Promise," she says. "There are so many talented
young writers at Shawnee that I honestly was extremely
surprised that I was chosen."
She credits the honor to the tutelage of Dr. Carpathios, her other professors, and the Shawnee State
writing group (the Scribes of the Round Table) and says
that being this year's student writer of promise simply
"validates for me that I have found who I am and I am
thankful."
When it comes to her writing, Jones isn't complicated. She's been imaginative since she was very young
and relies on this for her inspiration. "I wake up every

morning thinking about stories I've never read. I have an
overwhelming want to tell the stories never told. And my
thoughts run in lines of prose and poetry, and phrases I
never want to forget."
Along with her imagination, she cites Maya Angelou,
Toni Morrison, and Zora Neale Hurston as inspirations.
Though she might be a simple writer from just down
the road in Wheelersburg, and though Shawnee State
might not be best known for its English community,
Jones has high aspirations. Along with her Phi Eta Sigma chapter, she will be attending a national convention
in New Orleans to showcase her poetry. She's also looking into a master's program at the best-known writing
college in the country-Iowa State University.
"My plans are to go to grad school and write books
that people want to read, but if I never make a penny, at
least I'm going to be doing what I love."
What advice does she have for burgeoning writers?
"I have learned that everything is a work in progress,
it's never truly finished. A writer merely steps away for
a moment. Workshopping and editing one's work and
having the will to start completely over is the secret to
getting better," she says.
''What helped me earn this award is learning that you
can always get better as a writer, and there will always
be someone more talented. But you must strive to relay
a message the best that you can and connecting to human
emotion is a necessity. I keep in mind that everyone has
a heart and that I must find

Marissa Shepherd, playing Corrie Bratter, teases her
husand Paul, played by C.J. McCormick.

Review

Barefoot in the
Park review
BIANCA GREENE. STAFF REPORTER

Barefoot in the Park was a funny play, leaving the audience
with tons of laughter after the show. The play is about newlyweds that begin to realize they didn't know each other as
well as they thought.
C. J. McCormick, who plays Paul Bratter, was hilarious. It was easy to tell
how the husbands in the audience can relate to Paul Bratter's frustration. His
wife in the play Corie Bratter, played by Marissa Shepherd, bought an apartment without any thought. She was just so happy to be married.
When living the married life, there is always a downside to it. There was
no heat, a hole in the middle of the ceiling; the apartment had no tub, and no
furniture. The apartment had a very small kitchen and a small bedroom. The
living room was the biggest space in the apartment. Through half the play
Jane Duncan, who plays Mrs. Banks (the mother of Corie) doesn't really like
the apartment her daughter chose, although she lies to make her feel as if she
made the right decision.
Most of the comedy starts to come alive when Victor Velasco, a creepy
neighbor, played by Richard Neal, talks invites himself into the Bratter's
home. Victor's accent can simply not be ignored. It was amazing to see him
turn it on and off behind the scenes. When he first entered the stage, I said
to myself, ''Wow he has a very good accent." He seems very talented. I was
aware this was not his first play that he has done. I remember seeing him in "
The Last Night of Ballyhoo."
In this play, even the smaller roles were very good. Chris Jugler, who
played the telephone repairman, showed the comedy side to him. In the play,
everyone has to walk up five flights of stairs, which leads them out of breath.
I loved it when the telephone repairman tells Mrs. Bratter " Oh, by the way,
my name is Harry Pepper. And if you ever had any trouble with this phone,
please do me a favor, don't ask for Harry Pepper."
Watching from front row seats, I'd give the play a B+ because I was entertained through the entire performance.

Mrs. Banks, Corrie's mother, played by Jane Duncan, consoles her daughter.
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Weisel prepares for
tough part of the year

JORDAN MAIER. STAFF REPORTER

It goes without saying; playing a college
sport can be very stressful, especially the
academic end of it. Tyler Weisel, a junior
catcher from Louisville Ohio, knows homework on the road isn't enjoyable.
"It is tough going on long bus rides, living out of a suitcase and jumping from hotel to hotel" said Weisel.
The Bears have 30 regular season away games. This
means long bus rides and fast food, homework in the
hotels, and lack of sleep. Coach Ted Tom usually leads
his troops out early Friday for a weekend series.
They usually won't get back until late Sunday. The
travel completely takes away the weekend for these
players for academics because no matter what anyone
thinks, the Bears baseball team is concentrated on one
thing, winning.
"We get plenty of time in the fall to concentrate on our
academics, but spring time makes it hard to concentrate
since it is baseball season," said Weisel.
Weisel is an education major so he knows how important it is to attend class.
"We don't miss a large amount of class but we miss
our fair share. It just requires a little responsibility and
incentive," said Weisel.
Being a veteran at Shawnee State, Weisel knows
how to attack his busy season. He has gotten the two
best GPA's the past two semesters, including last year's
spring season.
"As you get older, you seem to realize how important
academics become. You start feeling the time fly by and
it hits you that you need to stay on top of things," said
Weisel.
The Bears have played three weekend series matches
taking two out of three against #21 ranked Southern
Polytechnic State University, dropping three games to
#3 ranked Lee University, and splitting with Iowa Wesleyan and beating #14 Union.
"I'm excited to see what this season brings. It is going
to be stressful, but that's part of the ride." Said Weisel.

Tyler Weisel
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Shawnee's Butler
chases dream
JORDAN MAIER, STAFF REPORTER

Phillip Butler has made a name for himself
after the tremendous years at Shawnee State
University. After being the only athlete to
be a two-time All-American selection in
Shawnee State history, Butler went on to
showcase his talents in Arizona. Butler attended a Major League showcase invite
by the Milwaukee Brewers and eventually
signed a contract with the Southern Illinois
Miners for this spring.
Phillip Butler
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"It's always an honor to be associated with that, but I feel
it better represents the direction of the baseball program
and the athletics at Shawnee in general," said Butler.
In his first season as a Bear, Butler was named honorable mention All-American under the American
Mid-East Conference coach of the year, Ted Tom. Butler
knew his expectations were high as he returned to the
2011 season. Entering a tougher conference didn't seem
to intimidate him, as he was named Mid-South Conference player of the year and first team All-American.

"After my first year I knew it was expected of me to
be a leader" said Butler. "I took it upon myself to make
strides in my weaker areas of my game so I could lead by
example in as many ways as possible."
Butler is back at Shawnee finishing up his degree and
volunteer coaching with the Bears. He is in charge of the
catchers and does some side work with the hitters. His
credentials as a player have proven him capable to make
an impact as a higher level coach.
"It was nice to participate in the tryout because I

believe it will give me an accurate gage on where I stand
as a player," said Butler.
"It excites me to know that I will be able to go and
play against good competition and do what I love to do,"
said Butler.
Butler leaves for southern Illinois May 1st and has
plans to chase his dream of being a professional. He has
been working out with the Bears and doing a lot of baseball training type of workouts.

Women's softball team is ready
to roll to nationals
SCH ERA SAMPSON, STAFF REPORTER

"You are never
completely
satisfied unless
you win the
conference and
move on to
nationals."

Women's softball starts their season this year the week of spring break with 8 games in
Pensacola, FL. Once they return from their business trip to Florida, the women's softball team
will begin their second year of action in the Mid-South Conference. They are playing conference games earlier in the season this year because of the wet weather the area experiences.
The team practices take place in one of two places;
the Lady Bears either practice in the gym or on the field
when the weather is cooperative. Practice in the gym
limits the team to hitting drills in the soft cage in the
mezzanine area and fielding drills on the court. The team
has been fortunate to be able to get outside several times
recently as the weather has been uncommonly nice for
late January and early February. In past years, they have
not had a single outdoor practice before their first game.
There are occasional non-conference games through the
remainder of the schedule, but March and April is primarily dedicated to conference games and preparation
for the conference tournament which will be held in
Danville, KY on April 27-29.
''You are never completely satisfied unless you win
the conference and move on to nationals," Assistant
Coach, Robert Appell, stated.
The softball team is looking forward to their second
year in the Mid-South Conference. They want to build on
last year's finish and finish even stronger this year. The
better the Lady Bears finish during the season, the better their post-season seeding will be for the conference
tournament. It is the winner of the conference tournament that gets the automatic bid to nationals, which is
the softball team's goal for this year.
The Mid-South Conference is a strong and competitive

Allison Nagel
SCH ERA SAMPSON, STAFF REPORTER

Allison Nagle, known as Nags and Lil Al to her teammates is a
freshman/junior women's soccer and basketball player. She attended
Milford High School in Cincinnati. She majors in middle childhood
education with a specialization in math and science.
Nagle is a junior on the basketball court, but a sophomore on the soccer field. Last year, her freshman
campaign on the field, went well as she led the team in
assists and was second on the team in goals en route to a
10-7 season. Nagle had not played soccer in four years,
since her sophomore year of high school, but was still
able to manage both her soccer season and her basketball season. She missed the sport and the competition
too much, and decided last season to return to play both
basketball and soccer in college.
Nagle, who plays forward in soccer and a guard in basketball, just loves the game and has a passion for both
sports. Nagle says her ''love for the game" keeps her going despite the difficulties she encounters daily by playing
both sports. Some days she has to go directly from one
game or practice to the next with no break. She also has to
balance both basketball and soccer and still maintain her
grade point average. Nagle is used to the limited free time
for school work and social life. The transition was not too
hard because she learned to manage her time effectively
by playing multiple sports in high school and even with
basketball alone, having limited extra time in season with
practices, film sessions, and weight room sessions.
Not only are there time demands from Nagle while

playing both sports, but she has
added physical demand as well.
The continual exertion and more
pounding on the body adds a higher risk
of injury when playing both basketball and soccer. The
risk of injury is high in each sport alone, as soccer is
a contact sport and basketball is a very physical sport.
Soccer requires a longer, consistent style of running,
with the limited stoppage of play. Basketball requires a
shorter, quicker style of running, with timeouts and fouls
and more stoppage of play. They both require a type of
physical shape to be able to get out on the field or court
and have a peak performance. Despite these differences,
Nagle prefers neither sport over the other. She watches
almost any game from both soccer and basketball and
says her favorite soccer teams are Manchester United
and Brazil, and her favorite basketball teams are the Miami Heat, the Chicago Bulls and the University of North
Carolina Tar Heels.
With all the demands on college student-athletes, it is
amazing that Allison Nagle has managed to take on two
sports but her love for the competition and the sports and
her relationships she has with her teammates keep her
pushing forward.

softball conference. Lindsey Wilson has been a powerhouse in the conference for several years and Georgetown
and Campbellsville are also two perennial teams. While
these three are considered the top of the conference the
remainder of the league is extremely competitive as one
game can move a team up or down the standings. The
Lady Bears approach all of their games with the same
intensity and desire to win day in and day out.
A big key to Shawnee State's softball team reaching
the national tournament is their three pitchers, junior
Ali Thompson, sophomore Tara Prater and freshman
Allison Chapman. They will also count on sophomore
Kirsti Yates to have a solid year coming off of her first
team MSC and freshman of the year campaign last year.
Also, the coaches will be looking for their six freshmen
to come in and get acclimated to the transition from high
school to college quickly and make an impact.
"Brytan Givens is a quality infielder with a good bat that
we will count on on a daily basis. Katy Bender should make
an impact as well as she will provide speed and a strong
ann from the outfield," Assistant Coach Appell said.
Everyone on the team has to be ready to step up for
conference play to get the Lady Bears to their goal of the
national tournament this year.

